
Patrol Orientation
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Patrol Basics and Expectations

• Each morning during nesting season (May 1st – August 31st), the patrol team walks both Carolina and Kure 
beach looking for tracks.

• The goal is to identify sea turtle nests that need to be marked off, monitored and protected.

• If a nest has been missed, it can not be protected, and is often destroyed by fox/coyote.  

• Wild nest hatchlings end up in dunes, parking lots, never making it to the ocean.  

• Patrol is one of the most important roles in the project!

• Patrol team volunteers should be physically able to: 
• Walk a mile or more on soft sand, sometimes in wind and rain

• Stoop and/or dig in the sand, sometimes for an hour or more 

• Locating the eggs in a cleverly disguised nest chamber, in a large/messy body, pit can be tricky sometimes

• Patrol starts at 6:00am 
• This varies with sunrise, so do NOT go out while it’s dark.  First light is the rule of thumb.  

• This allows us to see turtle tracks before humans have been out to walk over them.  

• Time is of the essence!  We have a very short window to relocate a nest, it is critical we do this immediately!

• People walking on the beach often don’t notice tracks, and can unintentionally destroy them if the sand is dry and soft, 
potentially leaving a nest unidentified and unprotected.



• Patrol down low (closer to the water or low tide line) on your 1st pass, then up high (closer 
to the dunes) walking back the other direction.

• This is important to avoid missing different views/perspective from each direction as the sunlight changes/rises.  

• Crawls are usually identified on the 1st pass (low) and should be reported immediately.

• If a nest is missed, it can not be protected, and is often destroyed by fox/coyote.  
• Wild nest hatchlings end up in dunes, parking lots, or worse… most will not make it to the ocean.  

• The goal of patrol is simple…  to identify sea turtle nests that need to be marked off for protection and monitoring.

• Picking up trash

• Seeing trash all over our beach is frustrating, but picking up trash can distract you from noticing a faint possible 
crawl/nest.  It also lengthens the time your patrol takes… please patrol first!

• Checking Nests / Wild Nests
• Once the season is underway, patrollers will often be the 1st eyes on nests each morning. 

• Identifying depressions…  some are obvious…  some are not.

• Evidence of a hatch v/s crab or fox predation may not always be clear.

***Friends / Family are welcome to patrol with you…  but please remember PISTP Expectations!



Patrol Safety 

If you are unable to go out by 6:15, or if you don’t feel safe, call Jennifer 910-622-6259.

• Do not go out alone in the dark.  

• Patrol team volunteers should be physically able to: 

• Walk a mile or more on soft sand, sometimes in wind and rain.

• Wearing Safety goggles sounds funny but are the only way to see 
while patrolling in the rain!

• Stoop and/or dig in the sand, sometimes for an hour or more. 

• Locating the eggs in a cleverly disguised nest chamber, in a 
large/messy body pit can be tricky sometimes.

https://www.dollartree.com/tool-bench-hardware-safety-goggles-7x55x15-in/288287
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Cgf2vxNRF/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DYUtTxVZG/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1C8QbEiffP/


• We DO patrol in the rain

• If there is nearby lightning, stay in your vehicle and check the weather on your phone (there are several 
weather apps have alerts for lightning in the area). 

• Stay safely sheltered, and use your best judgement to go out when lightning has moved off.

• Freeman Park does not have sheltered areas, and storms can pop up quickly.  Jennifer may delay or call 
off patrol in FP (and/or other zones) if it us unsafe to patrol.

• It is often more difficult to identify tracks in the rain

• This is why it is critical to do our best so ALL nests can be protected.   A nest that has not been identified 
for protection is often destroyed by fox/coyote, or will have hatchlings that end up in the dunes (or 
worse) never making it to the ocean.

Summer Storms



CB ZONE 1 - 0.8 miles CB ZONE 2 - 0.8 miles CB ZONE 3 - 0.7 miles CB ZONE 4 - 0.5 miles CB ZONE 5 - 2 miles

Ocean Blvd to Atlanta Ave Atlanta Ave to Scallop Scallop to Sand Dollar Sand Dollar to CB Pier CB Pier / Freeman Park

KB ZONE 1 - 0.8 miles KB ZONE 2 - 0.8 miles KB ZONE 3 - 0.6 miles KB ZONE 4 - 1 mile
*There is no public parking 
at the KB Village GazebosOcean Blvd to                                  

*KB Village Gazebos
J Ave to 

*KB Village Gazebos
J Ave to E Ave E Ave to FF Rocks

Patrol Zones

• Each zone will have 2 volunteers (FP will have 3).
• Most volunteers chose to patrol 1 day a week.  Some chose 2-3 days a week. 

• Whatever day you chose, that will be your day for the length of the season.

• Nesting season in NC is from May 1st through the end of August.

• Please think carefully about the importance of this role before you commit to more than 1 day a week.

• Most zones can be completed in 30-45 minutes.
• Freeman Park is typically completed in 1 1/2 hours.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ocean+Public+Beach+Access/@34.018505,-77.8981931,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8eaaa9043cb:0x61efe1b9de0335aa!2sOcean+Blvd,+North+Carolina+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0203919!4d-77.9050292!16s%2Fg%2F1tf5fm60!3m5!1s0x89a9f921e22854d9:0x9176f87d449f09c!8m2!3d34.0186032!4d-77.8981529!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m5n0rg?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Atlanta+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0299925,-77.8947592,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f212300e79:0x489e272951b6941f!2sAtlanta+Ave,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0317796!4d-77.9009154!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0v0f8!3m5!1s0x89a9f9e37c550c5f:0x1ae7df2aaf1847b!8m2!3d34.0299406!4d-77.8937782!16s%2Fg%2F11h7fnpnhj?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Atlanta+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0299925,-77.8947592,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f212300e79:0x489e272951b6941f!2sAtlanta+Ave,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0317796!4d-77.9009154!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0v0f8!3m5!1s0x89a9f9e37c550c5f:0x1ae7df2aaf1847b!8m2!3d34.0299406!4d-77.8937782!16s%2Fg%2F11h7fnpnhj?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Atlanta+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0299925,-77.8947592,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f212300e79:0x489e272951b6941f!2sAtlanta+Ave,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0317796!4d-77.9009154!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0v0f8!3m5!1s0x89a9f9e37c550c5f:0x1ae7df2aaf1847b!8m2!3d34.0299406!4d-77.8937782!16s%2Fg%2F11h7fnpnhj?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Atlanta+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0299925,-77.8947592,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f212300e79:0x489e272951b6941f!2sAtlanta+Ave,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0317796!4d-77.9009154!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0v0f8!3m5!1s0x89a9f9e37c550c5f:0x1ae7df2aaf1847b!8m2!3d34.0299406!4d-77.8937782!16s%2Fg%2F11h7fnpnhj?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Scallop+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0392504,-77.8899055,91m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f555957b5f:0xbfb3627c771e9b56!2sCarolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0359702!4d-77.8937619!16zL20vMHlqNTA!3m5!1s0x89a9f934a281479f:0x3f2bbac4869f3d9d!8m2!3d34.0391086!4d-77.8897341!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m5bw56?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Scallop+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0392504,-77.8899055,91m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f555957b5f:0xbfb3627c771e9b56!2sCarolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0359702!4d-77.8937619!16zL20vMHlqNTA!3m5!1s0x89a9f934a281479f:0x3f2bbac4869f3d9d!8m2!3d34.0391086!4d-77.8897341!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m5bw56?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sand+Dollar+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0500747,-77.8854047,367m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f555957b5f:0xbfb3627c771e9b56!2sCarolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0359702!4d-77.8937619!16zL20vMHlqNTA!3m5!1s0x89a9f9cae3c0e5cd:0x5bc612aec3d756b6!8m2!3d34.049924!4d-77.8848682!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m59p1s?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sand+Dollar+Public+Beach+Access/@34.0500747,-77.8854047,367m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8f555957b5f:0xbfb3627c771e9b56!2sCarolina+Beach,+NC+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0359702!4d-77.8937619!16zL20vMHlqNTA!3m5!1s0x89a9f9cae3c0e5cd:0x5bc612aec3d756b6!8m2!3d34.049924!4d-77.8848682!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m59p1s?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/North+Pier+Lot/@34.0571996,-77.8817667,181m/data=!3m2!1e3!5s0x89a9f9b4a5ba6aa5:0x946933bb6ef294a!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x89a9f9e9808e9361:0x8f1429c4182286ec!2sCarolina+Beach+Pier!8m2!3d34.0569351!4d-77.8816244!16s%2Fg%2F11sxpvd99j!3m5!1s0x89a9f9b4b725a385:0x68964520f4ed361!8m2!3d34.0575483!4d-77.8818923!16s%2Fg%2F11c5qr0238?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/North+Pier+Lot/@34.0571996,-77.8817667,181m/data=!3m2!1e3!5s0x89a9f9b4a5ba6aa5:0x946933bb6ef294a!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x89a9f9e9808e9361:0x8f1429c4182286ec!2sCarolina+Beach+Pier!8m2!3d34.0569351!4d-77.8816244!16s%2Fg%2F11sxpvd99j!3m5!1s0x89a9f9b4b725a385:0x68964520f4ed361!8m2!3d34.0575483!4d-77.8818923!16s%2Fg%2F11c5qr0238?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/26+Freeman+Pk,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428/Carolina+Beach+Pier,+1800+Carolina+Beach+Ave+N,+Carolina+Beach,+NC+28428/@34.0672064,-77.8888265,2921m/data=!3m3!1e3!4b1!5s0x89a9f9b4a5ba6aa5:0x946933bb6ef294a!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x89a9f9d398ccc08d:0x6dd396f1715a5a94!2m2!1d-77.87924!2d34.07689!1m5!1m1!1s0x89a9f9e9808e9361:0x8f1429c4182286ec!2m2!1d-77.8816244!2d34.0569351!3e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kure+Beach+Village/@34.0081018,-77.9025352,3a,43.5y,93.51h,86.58t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sTEK4Ci5_iP9mBBtMTfY_TA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D3.417266074396693%26panoid%3DTEK4Ci5_iP9mBBtMTfY_TA%26yaw%3D93.50962314358738!7i16384!8i8192!4m6!3m5!1s0x89a9f8b78934124b:0x799b20c5d131bf86!8m2!3d34.0083351!4d-77.9069283!16s%2Fg%2F1pp2tvz6b?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ocean+Public+Beach+Access/@34.018505,-77.8981931,183m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9f8eaaa9043cb:0x61efe1b9de0335aa!2sOcean+Blvd,+North+Carolina+28428!3b1!8m2!3d34.0203919!4d-77.9050292!16s%2Fg%2F1tf5fm60!3m5!1s0x89a9f921e22854d9:0x9176f87d449f09c!8m2!3d34.0186032!4d-77.8981529!16s%2Fg%2F11h1m5n0rg?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ave+J,+Kure+Beach,+NC+28449/@33.996537,-77.9081543,367m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9ff4b10cf32b9:0xaa9b9615be291ec9!2sAve+J,+Kure+Beach,+NC+28449!3b1!8m2!3d33.9969758!4d-77.9087834!16s%2Fg%2F1tfvtt76!3m5!1s0x89a9ff4aed865889:0x5615439d00136b55!8m2!3d33.9965359!4d-77.9069341!16s%2Fg%2F11c646mj1w?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ave+J,+Kure+Beach,+NC+28449/@33.996537,-77.9081543,367m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x89a9ff4b10cf32b9:0xaa9b9615be291ec9!2sAve+J,+Kure+Beach,+NC+28449!3b1!8m2!3d33.9969758!4d-77.9087834!16s%2Fg%2F1tfvtt76!3m5!1s0x89a9ff4aed865889:0x5615439d00136b55!8m2!3d33.9965359!4d-77.9069341!16s%2Fg%2F11c646mj1w?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kure+Beach,+NC+28449/@33.9890148,-77.9101507,183m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89a9ff4895baef63:0x565b3e9a89789659!8m2!3d33.9890137!4d-77.9095056!16s%2Fg%2F11c2vymhb2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kure+Beach,+NC+28449/@33.9890148,-77.9101507,183m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89a9ff4895baef63:0x565b3e9a89789659!8m2!3d33.9890137!4d-77.9095056!16s%2Fg%2F11c2vymhb2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Riggings/@33.9734939,-77.9152032,365m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x89a9ff68ef8109f1:0x90f3a321e5e4aab2!8m2!3d33.9737977!4d-77.9146183!16s%2Fg%2F11g9dpzrfw?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Riggings/@33.9734939,-77.9152032,365m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x89a9ff68ef8109f1:0x90f3a321e5e4aab2!8m2!3d33.9737977!4d-77.9146183!16s%2Fg%2F11g9dpzrfw?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


Patrol Swap / Subs

• If you will be out on your patrol day, you must have a PISTP volunteer cover your zone.

• Communication with your patrol partner is important so they are aware of any changes/issues.

✓ Your patrol partner may be able to help you find a sub.  

• No-shows with no communication are inconsiderate and unsafe for your partner (and can put your volunteer status at 
risk).

• Patrol swaps must be documented in the Patrol Sub Request form.  

• This form keeps up with all sub requests.  It shows days/zones/contact info for the requester & the sub.

• The form will be available on the login page of our website and will be linked on all patrol emails, so everyone has easy 
access to it at all times.

• Once you have documented your sub request, keep an eye on the status.  You can also reach out to other patrollers to 
help find your coverage.

• If both patrollers for 1 zone will be out the same day and you are having trouble finding coverage, look at the folks on 
zones next to yours… maybe they could cover both zones that morning (yours and theirs).

• If you have coverage, it still needs to be put on the sub request form, so we know who is on the beach.



Identifying Crawls and Nests

You can distinguish between the arrival and departure 
crawl by looking for the direction that the sand is 
pushed in while the turtle was crawling (A and D). Also, 
examining the tracks and their relationship to the high 
tide line can help determine the arrival crawl. Once 
determined, follow the arrival crawl up to the area 
where the sand is disturbed. 

In the disturbed sand area (B and C), there may be two 
“body pits” or differentiated areas of digging. The 
primary body pit is the larger of the two (C) and usually 
the turtle makes this just before digging the nest 
chamber. The smaller chamber (B) is made after 
nesting, when the turtle covers and camouflages the 
site. False crawls with disturbed sand usually will not 
have a well-defined secondary body pit.





When you find a crawl, take a picture of the crawl and body pit, 
and text it to: Jennifer 910-622-6259

Please do not touch the crawl or body pit 
area… these give us clues to help determine 
where the eggs are hidden (so we don’t 
spend all morning digging for them).

Pictures of nest locations are NOT to 
be shared outside of PISTP.  If you 
want to share pictures with others, 
you must crop out landmarks.  



You will also need to text us the 
address of your exact location…  

(Google Maps is an easy app on your phone)

• You should be able to see the physical 
address if you zoom in as close as you 
can on your map and touch the house 
you are in front of.   (it should drop a 
pin      ) 

• You can also just walk up to the  
street to get the house number & 
description.



When the permit holder and nest leaders arrive, everyone gets to help locate 
the egg chamber!



Ok, lots of info, we know…  but patrol is one of the most rewarding and fun 
things you can do.  The sunrises are breathtaking, and you get to enjoy the 
beach before the crowds!  

So, here is the summary for those of you who want to be on the patrol team…

• Choose what days you want to patrol and honor that commitment.

• Meet up with your patrol partner on the beach by sunrise, no later than 6am.

• Walk low (tide line) one direction, and high (dunes) on the way back.

• If you find a crawl, text pictures of the tracks, body-pit, and location to Jennifer.

• Jump around with glee because OMG you found a sea turtle nest! 

• Get to help dig for eggs and stake up the nest for protection.

• Tell the story for years to come! 
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